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MATERIALS & METHODS

ABSTRACT

Ruminants masticate feed to increase surface area available for
digestion. Controlling for initial particle size of feed can affect
animal performance by affecting intake. Decreasing initial
particle size can reduce the need for rumination and increase
rate of passage. This can have a net effect of increasing intake e Rambouillet wethers with an average bw = 30 + 5 kg
and ADG, as seen in this study. Increasing intake and ADG
can enhance performance efficiency.
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Wethers fed the pelleted diet consumed more across

_ _ . _ the entire trial than wethers consuming a hay diet
« Lambs were acclimated to trial facilities, equipment (P<0.001).
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« Mastication decreases feed particle size while
concurrently increasing particle surface area for
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gimen. Wether body weights did not differ at
T ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ T ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ T P > 0.05, for each sampling time point.
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 Particle size has a significant effect on gain

* Feed and feces were sieved for particle sizes
4,6,8,16,25,40,45,50,70,100,170 and 200mm.
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o Controlling particle size can increase intake
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